PREFACE.                                                    y

The position of tenants and the conditions of leases are
very obscure subjects, since 99 out of 100 leases are oral
and customary. The position of the labourer is more easily
defined, as mentioned in the chapter in question.

Chapter VIII, on Agriculture, depends for its statistics and
record of practice upon personal observation and enquiry, in
which the notes of Mr. Kristna Eao, mentioned in the foot-
note on page 247 and late Agricultural Inspector in Kurnool,
have been of much service. The ryot's practice appears to
be neither all good nor all bad; it is not all good, for science
and agricultural education, let alone other matters, are as yet
no factors in his dealings, nor has he the power of manufac-
turing and using improved implements, while certain mental
qualities appear to need developing: nor is it all bad, for he
is industrious and skilled with the experience of centuries.
A study of the agricultural practices, the rural economy and
agricultural education of the peasant proprietors of other
countries and the methods in which Government assists them
in progress, would probably afford data for more positive and
direct aid to the ryot than he has yet received.

In the chapters on Revenue History the earlier one
attempts to deal with the old system before the introduction
of the new settlement in 1879-82, Only so much has been
entered as contributed to an understanding of the present
system and of the position of the ryot; for this purpose the
matter has been dealt with by subjects, rather than by years
or by Collectors ; in writing by years it was found impossible
to give a connected view of each important subject, and though
the comparative absence of the names and actions of indivi-
dual Collectors deprives the history of the charm of person-
ality, it is hoped that the subjects are sufficiently interesting
to the local student to atone for the want. It is, however, a
source of pride to be able to point out in the Revenue History
of the district the names of such Collectors as Messrs. Thac-
keray, J. Sullivan, James Thomas, P. Grant and E, B. Thomas,
not to mention more recent incumbents ; to the personal and
long-continued efforts of these officers are due much of the
gradual relaxation of inquisitorial restrictions, the freedom
of the ryot to use his own capital without taxation, and the
encouragement of well-digging and tree-planting. The names
of several of the above Collectors are still in the memories of